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S t M ICHAEL’S  CHURCH 
St Michaels Church Beer 

www.coastalchurch.org.uk

Sunday services in Beer are often on Facebook. If you can’t come to church,  
you can watch and hear them there, either live or later at a time convenient to you! 

MAY 2024 
Wed 1st May 10:00am Prayer Group 
Fri 3rd 10:00am Mickey’s Music Makers 
Sun 5th  8:00am Holy Communion         Rogation Sunday 

9:30am Rogation Service  
   beginning in church and processing to beach 
Tues 7th 6:00pm Choir Practice 
  7:15pm Bell Ringing 
Wed 8th 8:30am Open the Book at school 
  10:00am Holy Communion at BEER 

Thurs 9th 8:00am Ascension Day Service on Jubilee at BEER  
      (near RNLI Hut)

Fri 10th 10:00am Mickey’s Music Maker 
Sun 12th 9:30am Family Communion    7th Sunday of Easter 

6:00pm Evensong at SEATON 
Tues 14th 2:00pm Play reading group 
  6:00pm Choir Practice 
  7:15pm Bell ringing 
Wed 15th 2:00pm “Anna’s Place” at BEER 
  7:00pm Service of Compline at SEATON 
Fri 17th 10am Mickey’s Music Makers 
Sat 18th 10~12noon Seriously occasional Singers 
Sun 19th  9:30am United Communion Service at BEER      Pentecost 

10am Beer Blazer 
12noon~4:00pm BIG CHURCH PICNIC at PECO 

Tues 21st 6:00pm Choir Practice 
  7:15pm Bell Ringing 
Wed 22nd 8:30am Open the Book at school. 
  10:00am Holy Communion at SEATON 
  12:00pm Worship team meeting followed by 
  1:00pm PCC Meeting 
Friday 24th 10:00am Mickey’s Music Makers 
Sun 26th 8:00am Holy Communion at SEATON             Trinity Sunday 
  9:30am Family Communion  
Tues 28th 6:00pm Choir Practice 
  7:15pm Bell Ringing 

Fri 31st NO Mickey’s Music Makers (Half term) 
Sun 2nd June 8:00am Holy Communion              1st Sunday after Trinity 
  9:30am Morning Praise  





performance and at �mes be unpredictable. Melissa and I had spoken 

extensively about this and what we would do in the event of setbacks, 

how we might adjust, adapt or amend our goals and support one another, 

and we did just that throughout. The Royal Marine Commando mindset is 

to ‘Be the first to understand; the first to adapt and respond; and the first 

to overcome’. We both certainly had to embody this throughout our 

challenge. It is something very special to embark on such an adventure 

like this with your soul mate. 

There are many stories, laughs and tears, including a lamb rescue, adding 

an extra 10km to a day’s total by running back the way I had just come, as 

well as adjus�ng and adap�ng due to injury and sickness. All these things 

and many more besides, we hope to share together in a presenta�on and 

Q and A in the summer months.   

Crossing the finish and walking straight into Holy Week and Easter for me 

to lead our churches was grounding and rather special, a�er everything 

that had happened over the previous 17-days. As much as this challenge 

was a physical and emo�onal journey, it was also a deeply spiritual 

experience. I described this run as a ‘pilgrimage’, a pilgrimage being a 

spiritual journey, or something undertaken with a spiritual mo�va�on. My 

sense of this was offering each day of the journey to God and invi�ng him 

into that day’s experience. Further it was cul�va�ng an inward 

communion with God as I ran, through listening, speaking or just simply 

apprecia�ng the silence and solitude and being present in the moment, 

knowing God was right there with me.  

Perhaps, that sounds a bit ‘super spiritual’? However, we read again and 

again in the gospels how Jesus took �me away from the crowds and noise 

into silence and solitude to be present with the Father on many occasions. 

It was a �me to simply pray and be spiritually refreshed. What I am trying 

to convey is that out from the noise and ac�vity of life, 24-7 news feeds, 

devices and distrac�ons compe�ng for our a�en�on, silence and solitude 

can be hard to come by but essen�al for well-being. It can be deeply 

soothing for the soul to simply carve out some �me, small or large, away 

continues… 
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ALTAR GUILD NEWS 
No Mee�ng held in April 2024.  

Hoping everyone had a lovely Easter and enjoyed despite 

the weather! 

Lent lunch a joint venture with the Congrega�onal church 

was really lovely and appreciated by all those who a�ended.  

Thank you so much too, Sybil, and the congrega�on for 

sharing their hall and all their hard work.  

Soup for Souls, a lovely week of folk gathering to share soup 

/ bread and reflec�ons, this was enjoyed by all.  

During this period St Michael’s had a fundraising weekend 

with a coffee morning and quiz with both doing really well 

....a big thank you to all those involved with the organisa�on 

and everyone who came along to support us.  

The church as always looked very pre�y with 

Easter flowers and window displays.

Date of next mee�ng:  May 14th 2024 @10.00am  

A small local group who meet regularly in order 
to grow in the prac�ce of Contempla�ve Prayer 
in the Chris�an tradi�on. We welcome people of 
ALL denomina�ons, or none.  We usually meet 
on the second Monday of each month at about 
7.20pm. For more informa�on contact: Sue 
Price, Reader at St Gregory’s Seaton, on 01297 
22314 



Colyford WI hosted a group meeting on April 17th of groups 
including Seaton, Colyton, Colyford and Beer in the Memorial 
Hall, Colyford.  

We were entertained by Jude Coram, an Exeter based entertainer, 
who specialised in magic. It was billed as an afternoon of ‘mirth 
and magic’ including tricks, tutorials and a bit of history from the 
world of conjuring and illusion’. 

He certainly entertained us with stories interspersed with all sorts 
of tricks. He enlisted helpers from the audience too.  

He made things disappear, reappear and produced a variety of 
illusions that could not be explained!  

The hall was full and everyone was touched by his humour and 
wit. He was very professional. 

This was followed by a quiz, a drop pancake competition and tea 
with a huge variety of cake. Our thanks to Colyford for a great 
afternoon and of course, to Jude. 

We meet on the 1st Wed evening of the month in the 
Congregational Hall Beer. The  speaker on May 1st is Charlie 
Portlock speaking about Nepal and the work of Partners for 
Progress at 7.30pm. You are very welcome 

Our walk on April 26th was from Uplyme to Lyme Regis and back.   

We need numbers for the Beer Blazer walk on May 19th. 

devonthewi.org.uk



ANNA CHAPLAINCY

Do you have a loved one, or someone you visit in one of our 
Seaton care homes?  Would you like to join them and Mary your 
local Anna Chaplain, for the monthly worship and activity?  You 
would be very welcome.   

The dates and times are below. Please check nearer the 
date with the care home, just in case there are any changes. 

Wednesday 1st May 11.00 a.m THE SEATON 
Monday 6th May (Bank Holiday) 10.45 a.m.  NETHERHAYES 
Tuesday 7th May 11.00 a.m. LYME BAY 
Tuesday 14th May 11.00 a.m. CHECK HOUSE 
Wednesday 15th May 2.00 p.m. - 
    - ANNA’S PLACE (St Michael’s Beer) 
Monday 3rd June 11.00 a.m. THE MANOR HOUSE 
Tuesday 4th June 11.00 a.m. THORNFIELD 

Email: caseymary119@gmail.com  Mob: 07805 655335 
St Gregory’s/St Michael’s Church office 01297 23656 



SEATON BEER AND DISTRICT BRANCH

At the �me of wri�ng my report for the May Beer 
Parish News we were feeling very honoured and 

looking forward to the Connec�ng Our Communi�es Ford E Van 
and Scroll coming to Beer on Wednesday 24th April. The Scroll 
was scheduled to arrive at the Shop at 3pm and to be signed by 
me as secretary, a representa�ve from the Shop and addi�onal 
Volunteers. The Scroll departed Westminster Abbey on Monday 
4th March in celebra�on of Sir William Hillary founding the RNLI in 
1824. The Scroll is travelling around all the RNLI regions and will 
complete it's journey in October at the Isle of Man where Sir 
William Hillary lived. Details are available at RNLI.org.uk 
Connec�ng Our Communi�es website. Photographs and my 

report of the visit will be in the June Beer Parish News. 

It is RNLI Mayday Appeal �me again and as in previous years it is 
from the 1st to the 31st May.  This year our Mayday Appeal Welly 
Walk and Street Collec�on Day at Seaton is on Saturday 25th May. 
I am aiming to do the Seaton Parkrun pushing RNLI Ted in his 
lifeboat.  Come and join with our Volunteers who will be star�ng 
at Fisherman's Gap and walking up and down the East and West 
Walks during the day from 10.30am. Mayday Miles can be done 
throughout May. People can walk a mile a day or more and we 
have Mayday Miles Record Sheets and Sponsor Forms. Addi�onal 
walkers and collectors needed and welcome. We will also be 



having our Colour-in-a-Wellington Boot Compe��on and prizes 
are being donated by Pecorama. Judging will be at Pebbles Coffee 
House at 1.30pm. Please contact me at wac500@hotmail.co.uk
or leave message on 07790861531 to obtain the Mayday Mile 
forms and plus the posters to colour in. Posters will be available 
at Pecorama, our Shop at Beer and various loca�ons. 

As we proceed through 2024 we will be out and about in our area 
with our stall selling the RNLI 200 Years gi�s and souvenirs plus 
addi�onal RNLI gi�s and souvenirs. At the �me of wri�ng my 
report we will have been to Colyton Grammar Food and Garden 
Fes�val in April and looking forward to being at the Seaton 
Carnival Street Fair on Monday 27th May. 

Our Beer Lifeboat Weekend is on Saturday 6th July and Sunday 
7th July. On the Saturday we have the Street Collec�on and Table 
Top Sale. For table hire contact the above email and phone 
number. On the Sunday it will be our 17th Annual Duck Race Day 
with our Duck Related and other stalls, Sea Safety and displays by 
the Lyme Regis Exmouth Lifeboats. More details nearer the �me. 

Best wishes to everyone as we look forward to a busy �me and 
hope that the weather is good for all the events. 

Wendy Cummins, Secretary, Seaton Beer and District Branch RNLI 



Tombstones don’t usually 
come to mind when 
thinking about history.  
David Morling certainly 
gave us food for thought in 

his talk “Seeking Beer’s Past in Beer Old Cemetery”.   
There were the obvious connections with current village 
families, showing that generations have lived continuously 
in Beer.  Alongside that was the realisation that individuals 
commemorated form part of our national history.  For 
instance, one lady had lived with the knowledge that 
Napoleon was planning to invade; possibly exacerbated by 
knowing that soldiers were stationed on Beer Head.  Most of 
our history is concentrated on the rich and famous as their 
lives were commemorated in archives, paintings and folk 
lore.  The cemetery gives us the history of ordinary people 
and shows how they began to create memorials for their 
loved ones, starting with simple wooden or iron crosses and 
becoming more permanent and ornate as time went on. 

Whilst on the subject of the old cemetery, it was good to see 
that EDDC has carried out the annual grass cutting and 
general clear-up.  The area has been part of the Living 
Churchyards Project for the last 30 years and in 2013 Beer 
Village Heritage held a “Wildlife Event” when we looked at 
the wide variety of species which are supported by the site.  
This is a quiet area in the centre of the village, where people 
have always spent time in contemplation. As a result of the 
project, the Parish Council asked all the parishioners for their 
views on managing the area, as the previous grass-cutting 
cycle had stifled some wildflowers like the bee and pyramidal 
orchids. The consultation process encouraged people to think 
about how lawns and verges are managed, and how to support 
wildflowers. The council subsequently instituted a regime for 
cutting the grass which has had the effect of encouraging 
flowers like the orchids, while being acceptable to people 



who visit their family graves or use the churchyard for 
meditation.  We understand from Cllr. Heath that EDDC will 
be cutting the site twice a year from now. 

Following on from the previous paragraph, don’t forget “No 
Mow May”!   Do try to keep the mower in the shed during 
May.   Longer grass will increase the number of insects in the 
garden, as well as encouraging a variety of wildflowers which 
will attract pollinators.  Both of these will also bring more 
birds and bats into the garden.  Making space for nature can 
mean not doing anything sometimes! 

Thank you to everyone who came to Beer Village Heritage’s 
Annual Meeting.  The Trustees talked about plans for the 
future as well as reporting on recent activities.  If you would 
like to be involved with running the Fine Foundation Centre 
and our other activities, please talk to our Chairman, David 
Morling on 01297 625045. 

Last month I said that I was expecting a cold snap – the 
Blackthorn Winter – and that seems to have arrived and 
forgotten to move away!   The odd fine and sunny days have 
brought out the hawthorn flowers, which we usually expect to 
welcome in May, and these are now flowering alongside the 
blackthorn.  Another flower which has become very visible 
recently is Alexanders, which has become very prolific over 
the last few years.  Although it is useful as a stop-gap 
vegetable between winter greens and summer salads, it 
spreads quickly – fine in hedge-rows but not so welcome in 
gardens!  It is one of those plants which perhaps should be 
eradicated if one were re-wilding an area as it is non-native to 
Britain, having been introduced here, along with a lot of other 
plants, from onions to vines, by the Romans.   

In May the bat pups will start to learn to fly.  Consequently I 
make my annual plea to keep cats indoors in the evenings and 
early mornings during May and June to give the bats a better 
chance of survival.   Bat babies are notoriously clumsy when 

continues… 



they first set off!  Bats only have one baby at a time, with 
females being at least 2 years old before reaching maturity.  
The death of every bat pup puts the population in jeopardy.   

Something else which is an “endangered species” is the 
fishing industry, especially that part of it which relies on 
small boats which concentrate on day fishing.  The 
fishermen in Beer, Axmouth and Lyme Regis have recently 
set up a Community Interest Company (CIC) to support 
them to have a say in how the industry is run and to ensure 
that their way of life is maintained. The CIC has released a 
video “The Last Custodians” about the local fishing industry 
and you can see it on: https://lbcic.com/the-last-custodians/

David Selby gave the last of the Branscombe Project’s 
winter talks which he illustrated with some delightful 
photographs and paintings.  He concentrated on Weston 
Combe, discussing the value of making space for nature, 
featuring Sandy MacFadyan’s wildflower meadow.  In the 
past, Beer Village Heritage members have enjoyed guided 
visits to the farm not long after the meadow was created. 

Our Annual Meeting marks the start of our financial year 
and annual membership subscriptions are now due.  The 
Trustees have kept the amount at £3 per person.  If you don’t 
see any of the committee, you can put your subscription in 
an envelope and post it in the diving tank box in the centre 
or give it in at the post Office.  Please make sure that you 
write your details on the outside of the envelope.   Beer 
Village Heritage is a registered charity, and we rely on 
donations in order to run the Fine 
Foundation Centre and the Bomb 
Shelter.  You’ll find the Beer 
Village Heritage walks and I-Spy 
online via our website:   

www.beervillageheritage.org.uk 

Working to bring 
our history to life and to 

conserve our environment 
for future generations 

…continued 



See pg. 18 for  
more details! 



Who was Florence Nightingale David? 

Florence N. David's life story is truly inspiring as she 
encountered many challenges a century ago. Colyton 

Grammar School celebrates her achievements.

Florence was born in Herefordshire in 1909 to parents who 
were elementary school teachers.  They named their daughter 
after their friend, Florence Nightingale the Crimea War nurse. 
The family moved to Beer, where young Florence was tutored 
privately by a local parson having shown early signs of her 
aptitude for mathematics. He tutored her in algebra, Latin and 
Greek. At the age of ten, she entered formal schooling at 
Colyton Grammar School, which was still located in Church 
House, Market Place, and had only begun to educate girls in 
1913. 

Florence excelled at school and became CGS longest standing 
Head Girl from 1924-1928, and in 1929 received many awards 
for her academic success. She was an example of the 
importance of educating girls.  Florence was a strong character, 
known for being one of the first girls to ride a motorbike to 
school, the equivalent of arriving by helicopter today! 

In 1938 she received her doctorate in Statistics from University 
College of London (UCL) and continued her work there until 
1939, and the outbreak of WW2.  

Colyton Grammar School photo 1927  
(F.N. David third row back, third in on the left) 



Work in Wartime - In June of that year, David was called upon 
to be an experimental officer to the Board of Ordnance, where 
she mainly worked on statistical analysis relating to the 
effectiveness of various weapons, bombing patterns and 
analysis of anti-aircraft guns used against German bombers 
traveling up the Thames River. She was credited with saving 
many lives during the Blitz based on her statistical work relating 
to the likely dispersion of bombs released from German planes. 

Florence was regarded as a pioneering statistician and the 
importance of her work took her in 1944 to the USA (flown in an 
American Bomber) to view the first big digital computer (built to 
predict trajectories of weapons). In 1967 she returned to 
University of California, Riverside and established the 
Department of Biostatistics, followed by Head of Statistics from 
1970-77. 

Florence retired in 1977 and was 
named Professor Emeritus and 
research associate at the University 
of California, Berkley, where she 
continued to teach for another 
decade. 

In 1992, shortly before her death the 
following year, David was awarded 
the first Elizabeth L Scott Award, 
partly ‘for her efforts in opening the 
door to women in 
statistics’. Subsequently, the 
Florence Nightingale David Award 
was established and is awarded 
every two years to a distinguished female statistician. 

Florence N. David published 10 books, and over 100 papers, 
her book ‘Games, God and Gambling’ is widely recommended 
as an entertaining account of the history of probability. 

Where in Beer did Florence and her parents live?  Who tutored her before  
she went to Colyton Grammar?  Did her parents teach in Beer? 

Editor 

Colyton Parish History Society 



BEER FILM SOCIETY

We are delighted to confirm that Beer Film Society will be 
hosting a very special event in the Mariners’ Hall next 
month. 

‘Blue’ is a film from Somerset director David Smith and was 
shot extensively on location in Beer featuring dramatic 
footage of our beautiful beach and coastline – and Beer 
Fisheries! 

The show on Thursday May 16th will be the Devon premiere 
of the film and we are thrilled that David along with lead 
actor Paul Breen, who also produced the movie, have agreed 
to join us for the evening. 

David will introduce the film – which runs for just over an 
hour – and afterwards will take part in a question and answer 
session to talk the project. 

The film centres upon the story of a father and son who are 
struggling fishermen and focuses on their relationship. 

To mark this notable occasion we have agreed to provide 
FREE entry for the evening. 

But we will be asking for donations to the Seaton Beer & 
District Branch of the  RNLI to support their good work. 

Even if you are not a regular to our monthly film nights 
please come along to see our wonderful Beer on the big 
screen and give David a warm, Devon welcome. 

It should be a terrific evening.  

Doors will open at 6.45pm and the film will start promptly at 
7.30. The bar will be open and ice creams from Baboo Gelato 
will be on sale. 

(Poster on pg. 15) 





LORD CLINTON, OBITUARY 

It is with great sadness to announce the death of Lord Clinton aged 89, 
peacefully at his home in East Devon on 2nd April 2024.  Born Gerard 
Fane in 1934, he became the 22nd Baron Clinton in 1965, taking on 
responsibility for 25,000 acres across three estates in North and East 
Devon, known collec�vely as Clinton Devon Estates.  

He leaves his wife, Nicola, always known as Nicky, and three children, 
the Hon Charles Patrick Rolle Fane Trefusis, who will succeed him, and 
daughters Caroline and Henrie�a.

Lord Clinton made his home for many years at Heanton Satchville at 
Huish, before moving with his wife to East Devon about five years ago. 

Much of his childhood was spent with his great grandfather, Charles 
Trefusis, 21st Baron Clinton having lost his father, Charles, who was 
killed in ac�on in Flanders, shortly before the evacua�on of Dunkirk in 
1940 when Gerard was five. A�er Na�onal Service with the Royal Scots 
between 1953 and 1955 he trained as a land agent, inheri�ng his �tle as 
the 22nd Baron Clinton from his great grandfather, who died in 1957.  
The �tle was in abeyance for eight years and Lord Clinton took up his 
seat in the House of Lords in 1965. 

During his life�me Lord Clinton secured the long-term sustainability of 
the 700-year-old Estates - the largest in family ownership in Devon - 
turning a tradi�onal landed estate into a leading land management 
enterprise fit for the 21st century. His, helping the Clinton Devon Estates 
to win numerous awards under his stewardship. A firm believer in 
tradi�onal farming and the importance of food produc�on, to the end 
of his life Gerard Clinton kept an open mind and his modernising efforts 
reflected changing �mes. Clinton Devon Estates comprises farmland 
and forestry in North and East Devon including woodlands of na�onal 
importance, the 2,800-acre Pebblebed Heaths and O�er Estuary in East 
Devon - now designated a Na�onal Nature Reserve - and  Bicton Arena, 
at East Budleigh, a leading equestrian venue in East Devon. 

Knowing a strong economy was essen�al for rural communi�es to thrive 
inspired substan�al new investment in business parks and commercial 
and residen�al property in East and North Devon, providing jobs and 
homes for many hundreds of local people. He built on the achievements 
of his predecessors by providing land for primary schools, sports 
grounds, allotments and open public access, as well as many miles of 
permissive paths. He set up a charitable trust which contributed 



substan�ally to local causes over 
many years. 

Although content and grateful to 
leave the management of day-to-
day opera�ons to others, with his 
wife Nicky’s �reless support, Lord 
Clinton took a detailed and 
sympathe�c interest in everything 
that went on in North Devon and 
in the energe�c and commi�ed 
people who made it all happen, 
whether s�ll ac�ve or long re�red. 
Their personal loyalty to the 
Clintons was correspondingly 
intense. As Gerard himself 
remarked, “There are two families 
really: the family who own the 
Estate and the family who work there.”  

Lord Clinton saw himself as a countryman first and foremost and took a 
close interest in the tenanted and in-hand farming enterprises on the 
Estate, par�cularly the Devon Red Ca�le.  The culling of his herd during 
the foot and mouth crisis of 2001, caused him enormous distress. 

He was also a passionate forester, spending hours inspec�ng the Estates 
woodlands, which he saw as both an environmental asset and, when 
the �me came, a crop of sustainable �mber to be harvested.  In 2019 he 
unveiled a plaque to mark the 100th anniversary of the establishment of 
the Forestry Commission – in the same North Devon wood where his 
great grandfather had planted the newly created Commission’s first 
trees. 

The family mo�o is Tout vient de Dieu – Everything comes from God. 
Gerard Clinton never forgot to express his gra�tude, for what he had 
been lucky enough to inherit from his great grandfather and the 
indispensable contribu�on of the very many individuals whose hard 
work over more than six decades had enabled him to be “a trustee for 
life” of the Clinton Estate so that he, in turn, might pass on a thriving 
estate to the next genera�on. 

He will be remembered with admira�on and great affec�on 
throughout Devon and beyond.  







PARISH COUNCIL NEWLETTER – MAY

First of all we are pleased to welcome aboard Caroline Thompson who 

has now joined the Parish Council and, be�er s�ll, we didn’t even have 

to press gang her into joining us! Caroline now lives permanently in the 

village and will bring with her another set of skills that will expand our 

knowledge, which will, in turn,  benefit the village greatly.  Only one 

more vacancy le� and then it will be Bingo, Full House! This now makes 

the majority of the Parish Councillors who are working full �me and 

are prepared  to make �me to s�ll a�end to Parish ma�ers.  I think it 

fair to men�on that Council mee�ngs are no longer a sombre occasion.  

Whilst all ma�ers arising are dealt with correctly and efficiently under 

the control or our amazing Clerk Nicky, they are also conducted with a 

bit of humour making them most enjoyable to a�end! If anyone is 

interested in joining us please contact the Parish Clerk, Nicky Ingarfield 

at beerparishcouncil@outlook.com and she will forward the necessary 

informa�on and then hopefully we will be back to full strength! Having 

said that, I don’t think we’ve done too badly and with the help of our 

Parish and District Councillor, John Heath in holding EDDC to account 

over the last 10 months or so, you have seen there are already many 

improvements that have been made around the village.  Dealing with 

Devon County Council on the other hand is more akin to herding cats 

but we won’t stop badgering them about our blocked drains, gullies 

and other areas they are responsible for in an effort to get these 

problems sorted! 

The AGM was rather short and sweet and full minutes of this and the 

full Council Mee�ng can be viewed on line or as requested.  A report by 

Beer Primary School was received and read out by the Clerk.  They have 

obtained an outstanding Ofsted report and have created some 

wonderful surroundings to help enhance the learning experience.  We 

understand there are more plans in the pipeline for the future, and 

they are all busy fund raising to achieve these goals. I do hope you will 



support them if you can. To this end, we were pleased to pass on our 

congratula�ons to one of the School Governors who a�ended the 

mee�ng and asked her to relay this back to the School.  Well done to 

all involved, things have certainly moved on from the days of Mr Ashby 

being headmaster!

Work con�nues by EDDC at Beer Head Car Park to improve the 

drainage and the roadway which has been a major concern for many 

years when we get heavy rainfall, with the road con�nually washing 

out.  EDDC have also finally repaired the shelter at Charlies Yard and 

have spruced up the picnic tables and benches.  Together with the 

revamp at  Beach Court Car Park, it’s lovely to see no red barriers, the 

village is slowly being restored to it’s beau�ful self.  Whilst the top car 

park had caused a li�le disrup�on over Easter, we should all be grateful 

that this and many of the other areas already men�oned have or are 

being addressed as this would have fallen on the Parish Council, which 

is ul�mately you the parishioners, to pay and sort if the original 

Transfer of Assets had gone ahead! 

Regarding the new and affordable Transfer of  Assets, the ball is very 

firmly in the court of EDDC and has been for a while a�er the 

Expression of Interest was lodged with them some �me ago. 

Apparently, they now have to conduct their own internal consulta�on 

process!  Am not really sure why they are taking so long, a�er all, it’s 

not like they haven’t already been discussing it for the last six years or 

so!  However, as soon as a decision has been made by them, you will 

all be informed. 

Before I end boring you to tears, I must men�on the Beer Rebels which 

I’m sure many of you have heard of by now! They are a small group of 

like minded residents who want nothing else more than the village to 

look �dy and respectable again. This not only benefits the residents 

but also our children by giving them safer areas to play free from 

brambles and weeds especially in the Memorial Playground. It also is a 

Continues…



great look for our visitors, which in turn, helps our local businesses  For 

the �me being, un�l other avenues are explored, the Rebels remain 

outside the umbrella of the Parish Council but they are absolutely an 

amazing group in giving what �me they can spare, so I thank each and 

every one of you who turns up when a call goes out for ac�on.  It’s no 

secret though, with an average age of 62, they could do with a few 

more youngsters who are a tad more agile to help out as it does really 

benefit our village! 

A�er a brilliant sugges�on put forward from Nigel Groves and with the 

full backing of the PC there will be a string of lights erected on the 

Jubilee Hard Standing.  It is hoped in the summer months that these 

will help to extend �me spent enjoyed on the cliff top. It is also hoped, 

with the backdrop of the now �dy Jubilee that this may encourage 

other businesses from outside to hire the hard standing for other 

events or promo�ons to be held during the summer months.  

Remember the more money the BPC can generate from hiring out the 

hard standing the more revenue we will have to help improve other 

bits and pieces within the village without having to raise the precept, 

which we always try to keep as low as possible! Hopefully, these will be 

installed before too long and in �me for when Beer Eats Bou�que joins 

us at the beginning of May. We very much want to move the village 

forward but whilst s�ll retaining our fabulous history of which we are 

all very proud! 

The Council are very much listening to all your concerns or ideas so 

please either contact the Parish Clerk (email already supplied) or pop 

a le�er in the Parish Council le�erbox outside of the Mariner’s Hall or 

do come along to the Parish Council Mee�ngs or PC Surgeries which 

are held at the Hor�cultural Society’s Table Top sale/Coffee mornings. 

However, we are not psychic so you are going to have to approach us 

one way or the other so that we can try to help! 

Cllr Karen Stevens 

…continued 



About Suffering and Acceptance

● Some human beings bring sublime beauty into this 
world, and others bring anguish and heartbreak.  
Some people bring light and wisdom; others bring 
bloodshed and grief.  Accept these dimensions of 
humanity.  Acceptance will open your heart and help 
you to live through your own sorrow. 
● There is sorrow in everyone’s life; it’s woven into 
your experiences.  Loss.  Restricted opportunity.  
Frustration.  Disappointment.  Grief.  Instability.  
Sorrow drives you deeper into yourself.  If you absorb 
it, then yours is a life well lived. 
● Many people fight life; they reject it as 
unacceptable and so they open themselves to a world 
of pain.  Some suffering is extreme, seems unbearable.  
Can you accept that it is unbearable?  Accept it and see 
it is the only step to seeing a way through your pain. 
● Your sorrow deepens you, it goes to the core of who 
you are.  And on that level it arouses empathy and 
compassion.  Through suffering you step into sensitive 
enlightened consciousness.  Suffering burns up ego.   
Suffering teaches you to accept. 
● The man on the cross is the extreme symbol of 
acceptance. ‘Not my will but thy will, be done.” 
● Your path through life has included pain.  It has 
come and gone and come again.  Are you able to allow 
it to be what it is, with an open heart and the 
acceptance that this is reality?  Instead of resisting 
what is, surrendering and aligning yourself with life is 
the doorway to the peace that passes all 
understanding. 
● That peace communicates itself to others.  In this 
way you become a gift to the world.   

* * * 



YOUR “ LOCAL” CONTACTS 

Parish Council 

John Heath John.Heath@eastdevon.gov.uk
Martin Richards 07809 629344 
Maureen Westlake mowestlake.beerpc@gmail.com 
Peter Anderson peteranderson7@sky.com
Martin Shobbrook m.shobbrook.bpc@gmail.com 
Tim Stevens timstevensbpc1@aol.com
Karen Stevens karenStevens07@gmail.com 
Leona Reeve leona_reeve@hotmail.com 
Simon Reeve simon_r_reeve@hotmail.com 
Caroline Thompson

Clerk to the Council:  Nicky Ingarfield
                          beerparishcouncil@outlook.com 

Internal Auditor:   Trudie Jenkins (Blue Chip Accountancy) 

East Devon District Councillor   

   John Heath  07966 089257

Devon County Councillor Marcus Hartnell 

Mobile: 07515 285725 

Member of Parliament Richard Foord 

Parliamentary matters - 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 

Constituency matters - richard.foord@libdems.org.uk 

c/o 118 High Street, Honiton, EX14 1JP



Advertisement 

Contact COLIN TIMS  01297 23565  
or HENRY JAGGERS  01297 20858 

or just turn up and have a go! 

Mariners’ Hall, most Tuesday evenings all year round from about 7pm 

EQUIPMENT AND TUITION PROVIDED FREE. OPEN TO ALL 



Advertisement(s)



Advertisement(s)

GB Building & 
Maintenance 

Conservation  Building 
Historic, Listed, Traditional 

Lime Plastering, Stone 
Work, Cob Walling repairs, 

Lime Wash, Breathable 
silicate paints. 

Listed Heritage Member 

01823 283212 
07776 032289 

gb_building@hotmail.co.uk

Actionline Decorating Ltd 

Painting & Decorating 
- Exterior & Interior - 

Home & Business 
Conservation projects 

Fully insured 
Dulux Select Decorators 

Company registered, Dulux 2yr guarantee on work 
Approved contractors to the National Trust 

Local, reliable & professional service 

07785345904 
01297 20001 

www.actionline-decorating.com 
e. info@actionline-decorating.com 

@actionlinedecorating



Advertisement(s)

Specialist Chocolate Shop with plenty more besides  

 Hand-made luxury chocolates, a wide range of confectionery, 
traditional sweets, local preserves & Gelato.  

Beautiful gifts, including jewellery, mugs, soaps, hand creams, 
bamboo socks, scented candles, greetings cards, soft toys, games, 

clothing, scarves and souvenirs.  
New product lines throughout the seasons.   

Open: 10–4.00 Wednesday–Saturday and 11-3 on Sundays.    
Longer hours / open 7 days a week during summer months and 

school holidays. 
Closed: Sun/Mon/Tues in low season. 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram (@chocolateandmoreinbeer). 

Call for mail order – 01297 625999 
Chocolate & More, Fore Street, Beer EX12 3JB       5* food hygiene rating 



Renovate your wrought iron gates, railings, tables, etc! 

We provide a variety of services ranging from Powder Coating to 
Hot Zinc Spray and Shot Blasting. We keep a range of about 
100 colours in stock. Most are exterior polyesters, which provide 
excellent durability and colour retention on gates, railings 
and garden furniture. 

Phone: 01884 34506 

email: coatingsupplies@aol.com www.industrialcoatingsupplies.co.uk 

Units 1+2 Simmons Place, Kingsmill Industrial Estate, Cullompton EX15 1BH

Opening Times: 
Monday - Thursday 8am - 5pm 

Friday 7am - 1pm

Advertisement(s)

Beer Tool Shop 
at

Dolphin Antique Centre 
01297 24362 

open every day except Tuesdays

GERRY DAWSON 
info@secondhandtools.co.uk 

Trading locally since 1980 

[Charity Advertisement]

Registered Charity No. 1140676

Working locally to 
support anyone 
affected by cancer 
face to face 
www.forcecancercharity.co.uk

[Charity Advertisement]



Advertisement(s)



Beer Pharmacy 
REPEAT PRESCRIPTION SERVICE 

COLLECTION & HOME DELIVERY 
FREE Express Prescription 

Collection & Delivery Service 
FREE Weekly Medicine Tray 

AlI Types of Prescriptions Dispensed 

Your local independent Pharmacy 

Beer Pharmacy 
Fore Street 

Beer 
EX12 3JJ 

TEL: 01297 21823

Advertisement(s)



THE ANCHOR INN 
AT BEER 

Welcome to The Anchor! 
Fully licensed restaurant and bars 

Ensuite bedrooms with sea views 

Food served all day everyday 
Cliff top beer garden with 

panoramic views of the bay 

Tel: 01297 20386 for reservations 

Dog friendly

Beer Village Stores 
Fore Street, Beer 

Groceries & Household Goods - Frozen Goods 
Cold Drinks & Snacks - Fresh Bread 

Beer, Wine & Spirits - Sweets & Confectionery 
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Agent - DIY 

Open 7 days a week 

For enquiries call 01297 21782Newspapers Magazines
Now under new management

Advertisement(s) 



www.beer-head.com

Beer Post Office 
is now part of 

Rock Villa Off-Licence 
and general store 

Fore Street, Beer 

07752 113854 

Service available seven days 

a week during the store’s 

opening hours - 
Mon – Sat10am-1pm, 2pm-6pm 

Sunday: 12 - 4pm

For All Your 
● TREES  ● HEDGES  ● 

LOGS  ● LAWNS 

Please call:- 

MICHAEL WEST 

Your Local Fully Qualified 

TREE SURGEON AND 
GARDENER 

07747 483316

Fore Street, Beer

Fore Street, Beer 

www.originalcottages.co.uk

Advertisement(s)



Advertisement(s)

www.marinehouseatbeer.co.uk 

QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL 
Peter Mellor MCFHP MAFHP 

Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals 

                                                       I provide a friendly and 
professional service, 

in the comfort of your own home. 

                                                            Flexible hours from a visiting practice. 

                                                              FOR APPOINTMENTS, 
PLEASE CALL 

                                                              MOBILE NO: 07761 469676



Advertisement(s)

FOR A GREAT DAY OUT!!! 

We look forward to welcoming you for our 2024 season

www.pecorama.co.uk



Copy for June to be with the Editor 

by Monday 20th May, at very latest please. 

henryjaggers@btinternet.com 
01297 20858 Green Bank, 9 Clinton Rise EX12 3DZ

May 2024 Back Page 

Beer Parish News 

and click on “Latest 

News” then on “Parish Newsletter May 2024” to find  

BEER PARISH NEWS in full colour ! 

Visit www.beerparishcouncil.org.uk
Reading this in the black & white printed edition?******************

’Big Thank-You’ 

Thank you to all for donating / helping/ 
supporting our ‘preloved clothes sale’ at 
Beer sailing club! ( Thank you to the club 
for letting us fill the club for a week for 
the sale).   

We raised over £1,400 for Altzeimers 
research and Children’s Hospice South 
West !!! Thank you everyone!! 

Cheque presentations will be made early 
in May!! 

Annie 


